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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Thank you for your support over the first term. We hope you all had a relaxing holiday and we wish you a 

Happy New Year. This term, we will be travelling to infinity and beyond in our unit all about Space. It will 

begin with our exciting visit to the National Space Centre and include the legendary Year 5 Space Camp. 

We look forward to sharing our learning with you at the end of the term in the grand opening of our very 

own Space museums.  

  

Literacy  

Throughout our literacy learning this year, we are going to be learning about how to write for a range of 

purposes. Our focus for this term is writing to entertain and writing to inform. We will also consolidate and 

build on our inference and vocabulary reading skills through the use of Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth by 

Frank Cottrell Boyce. 

Creating Cohesion Developing inference  

We will explore how flow is created using cohesive 

devices throughout a variety of texts. Children will 

learn how to structure their writing effectively 

building cohesion within and between paragraphs. 

The skills we will focus on are using topic sentences 

to introduce paragraphs, closing sentences to 

summarise ideas and adverbials to link ideas.  

We will be developing our reading comprehension 

skills through a close study of the story ‘Sputnik’s 

guide to life on Earth’ by Frank Cottrell Boyce. 

Throughout the unit we will develop our prediction 

and inference skills using appropriate evidence from 

the text to support our ideas. Our grammar work 

will focus on using commas to avoid ambiguity and 

parenthesis. 

Mathematics 

Fractions, decimals and Percentages Geometry and measurement  

Children will learn about equivalent fractions, 

decimals and percentages and how to convert 

between them. They will develop calculation with 

fractions, decimals and percentages, learning how to 

add, subtract and multiply.  They will apply their 

learning into problem-solving and reasoning.  

 

Children will build on their learning from Year 4 to 

find the area and perimeter of rectilinear shapes. 

They will learn how to identify regular and irregular 

polygons. Children will be able to identify 3D shapes 

from their 2D representations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key areas of learning: 

Science Computing 

▪ Describe the movement of the Earth, and 

other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar 

system.  

▪ Describe the movement of the Moon relative 

to the Earth. 

▪  Compare a variety of materials and measure 

their effectiveness (e.g. hardness, strength, 

flexibility, solubility, transparency, thermal 

conductivity, electrical conductivity). 

▪  Compare different presentational software. 

▪ Use Prezi (a non-linear software) to present 

information about Space  

Art RE- What Would Jesus Do? 

▪ Explore colour mixing and blending techniques 

with coloured pencils. 

▪ Work from a variety of sources including 

observation, photographs and digital images. 

▪ Identify features of Gospel texts. 

▪  Taking account of the context, suggest meanings 

of Gospel texts studied, and compare their ideas 

with ways in which Christians interpret biblical 

texts, showing awareness of different 

interpretations.  
▪ Make clear connections between Gospel texts, 

Jesus’ ‘good news’, and how Christians live in the 

Christian community and in their individual lives.  
▪ Relate biblical ideas, teachings or beliefs (for 

example, about peace, forgiveness, healing) to the 

issues, problems and opportunities of their own 

lives and the life of their own community in the 

world today, offering insights of their own. 

Outline of Learning Journey  

Week 1 – Big Bang! Big Start! This week we will consider what we already know about Space and what 

we would like to discover. It will include a visit to the Space Centre 

where we will explore our Universe in greater detail by visiting the 

planetarium and speaking to experts in the field.  

Week 2 – Earth, Sun and 

Moon 

We will learn about relative distance of the moon and Sun from the 

Earth. In addition, we will understand how the Earth and moon move in 

relation to the sun and how this gives us our days and seasons.  

Week 3- Heavens Above This week we will take a trip back in time to learn about how astronomers 

identified the spherical shape of the Earth.  

Week 4 – Interplanetary 

Worlds 

We will learn about all of the planets in our solar system and their 

relative distances. There will be chances to compare different planets to 

our home planet and we will identify why we are the only ‘Goldilocks 

planet’ in our solar system.  

Week 5- Space Race Who was the first man to get to the moon? What was the first animal to 

visit space? These are all questions that will be answered during this 

week as we learn about the race between USA and the USSR to be the 

victorious country.  

Week 6- Moon Mission We will learn about who has visited the moon, what we would need to 

take with us to survive a mission to the moon and how our mass would 

change on different planets.  

Week 7 and 8- Drawing 

Planets 

During these weeks, we will apply our knowledge of analogous colours and 

texture to draw and create our own planets.  

 



 

Things that you could do at home: 

- Keep a moon diary over the course of a lunar month. 

- Find out about constellations and how these link to your family’s star signs. 

- Go for a walk on a clear night and see if you can spot any constellations in the sky. 

- Think orf a song to help you remember the order of the planets.  

 

 

Here are a few ideas of how you can support your child’s learning at home this half term: 

 

• Use Times Table Rockstars to practice rapid recall of times tables. https://ttrockstars.com/login 

 

• Consolidate reading learning at school by using my Rising Stars.  

 

• Continue to support your child’s reading and recording of reading at home. Encourage them to discuss 

what they have learnt from their reading: this may be through clarifying unknown vocabulary or answering 

the types of questions we shared with you at parents’ evening. 

 

Thank you so much for your continued support. We are looking forward to a fun-filled half term. 

 

Miss Cornish, Miss Parrott, Mrs Stuckey, Mrs Thatcher, Mrs Lafferty, Mrs Kandola and Mr Bott 

Year 5 team 

https://ttrockstars.com/login

